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"A Question That Outweighs All Others™: Yitzhak
Epstein and Zionist Recognition of the Arab Issue

Alan Dowty

THE 1807 PUELICATION OF YTTZHAK EPSTEINS A Hidden Question® 1 is generally regarded as the beginning

of serious debate in the Zionist movement abaut relations with the Arab population of Palestine.

Closar examination of the articla—translated here Into English for the first time—reveals that it is indeed

remarkable in several respects: as a more sensitive analysis of Arabs in Palestine than previous

Zlonist writings, as a projeclion of the ulimate dimensions of the issue decades before lhesa

dimensions took final shape, and as a provocative statement that was Instrumental in framing the
‘ dabsate within the movemant.

Epslsin was a Russien-bom teacher and writer who immigrated to Palestine/Eretz Israel In 1886 and
sstlied in Rosh Ping, the first Zlonlst settiement in the Upper Galllse. Most of his public activity was in
the educaticnal arens rather than in politics; he was active, in particular, in the rmovement to feach
Hebrew in Hebrew.

Zonists of the First Afiyah (wave of immigration to Palestine, from 1882 to 1805), did—contrary lo
some claims—"sa¢” the Arabs there, but they did not see an Arab problem. They also paid remarkably
Bife alienlion io the Arab population, simply noting their presence as ane facet of the new
snvircnment with which they contended. For their own sanity, the new setlers naeded fo minimize the
difficulies they faced and, in the cass of the Arabs, it was also ideologically cruclal to avoid any
suggsstion that they were simply replicating the Diaspora patiern of a Jewish minorlty exisfing at the
sufiscance of 2 majority non-Jewish host population. * The firsl to chalienge this complacent mindset
was Ahad Ha'am, Zionism's most prominent intermal critic, whose report on his first vislt to Palestine, in
1821, Inciuded a sharp reminder of the obstacle pased by the Arab presence. 2 Ahad Ha'am confuted
fhe nofion that Palestine was "empty” or "abandoned,” credited the Arabs with a collective identity that
othess had ignorsd, [End Page 34] and condemned overbearing and sometimes viglent Jawish
behavior loward Arabs. in basic respects, however, his perception of the problem still fit the First
Aliyah petiem: the Arabs were not a political problem, in that the success of tha Zlonist enterprise
would in Iself resolve the seeming conflict by praviding the local population with the benefits of
Ewropean civilizabion and, In the final analysis, by simply overwhelming them. Ahad Ha'am's waming—-
orfy two paragraphs of a much longer critique that focused on other issues—was essentially the
exception that proves the nule. ¢

Nor did Ahad Ha'am's broaching of the issue trigger a public debale. In the stomn aroused by his 1891

Eroadsice, he mention of the Arabs was a secondary issue. Nor did Ahad Ha'am himself ratumn 1o the
s=Sject in 2 second "Truth from Eretz Israel” published in 1893. & Others who deall at all with the Arab

quesSon during these years—Menachem Ussishkin, Leo Motzkin, Theodor Herzl {in Alinguland,
. publishsd in 1802), Max Norday (in allacking Ahad Ha'am for his scathing critique of Altnewiand), Ber
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Borochov—continued to rely in one verslon or another on the tremendous benefits that Arabs would
reap from the modernization and Westemization that Jews would bring to Palestine. € (One interesting
variant was an 1899 article by Fliyahu Sapir, who blamed Areb hostility toward the Zionists not on
Jonist setlement, but rather on the Ineldlous influence of Cathollc anti-Semites. 7 )

When the Zlonlst movement divided in the early 1900s over the Issus of pursuing a Jewish homeland
outside of Palestine, those who favored such an option-the “Tenmitorialists"—stressed the Arab
presence as one of the rmajor ohstacles to building Zion in Zion itself. 3 This ralsed the issue's visibility,
but it was a 1905 speech by Yitzhak Epstein, a Zlonist living in Zion, that first moved it to center stage
in the movement. Epstein spoke in Basel before a meeting of the cultural asseciation hriya, which was
convening there simullaneously with the Seventh Congress of the World Zlonist OCrganization.
Epslein's provocative presentation stirred conslderabla debate, and it was published twa years later {in
HaShiloah, the journal founded by Ahad Ha'am) as "A Hidden Guestion.®

Even though Epsteln was exhorling Zionists to be more reallstic about the Arab lesue, his own
idealism and even utopianism was at least as spectral as the Panglossian optimism of sarly Zionists
who proclaimed there was no problem. In light of the subsequant century of bloodshed, Epsiein's
proffered solution—a Jewish slate and a strengthened Arab community In the same place—seems
touchingly nalve. Was it ever possiblle, as Epsiein projectsad, that the Zionist presence would be such
a blassing to the Arabs that they would regard the day the Jews came "as a day of salvation and
redamption,” [End Page 35] and that *hundreds of villagers will come 1o request the Jews to take over
their [and™? Epstein was still wedded to the notion that material benafils would win the Arabs over; he
differed anly In bellaving that this would not happen automatically, but could still heppsan if the thrust of
the whole Zionist program were radically altered. His thinking was also permeated by paternallstic
visions of Jews as carriers of Westem civilization and Argbs as grateful students: Palestine ®is now
living in the sixieenth century,” and the task Is to "prepare the Inhabitants and maks them ready for our
community [yishuv] Behind this was an assumption of moral purity that jars on modem sensiblitles:
"We are guileless, we have no alien thought of subjugation and of diluting the national character of our
naighbars; with a pure heart we come to settle among them in order to belter them in all respects.”

Bul whalever the phantasms In his solution, Epsiein was ahead of his contermporaries in seelng that
there was a problam that required a solution. He recognized, as had few others apart from Ahad
Ha'am, that Arabs were not Isolated and passive individuals sublect to manipulation by others, but
membars of & common culture that wass a major actor In history. Unlike Ahad Ha'am, he evinced
conslderable knowledge of, and even empathy toward, the actual content of this cullure. Based on
what must have been a searing personal experience, Epstein porirayed the eviction of the Arab tenant
farmars who had lived on the land of Rosh Pina: “The lament of Arab women , . . still rings In my ears
today . . . the valley was filled with their lamentation. As thay went thay stopped to kiss the stones and
the earih.” Other lyrical passages depicted the hard life of the Arab farmers, or feliahin, in vivid terms.
But at the same time, he sew the Arab people as a polentially formidable enemy, cheracterizing them
as "gresf, resolute, and zealous,” and as loving thelr homeland as much as the Zionists did.
Recognizing the collective dimension of Arab identity and intarest, he lald down as one of his two
basic principles that Zionists must respact not only Individual rights, but also "national rights® in thils
reapect Epsiein was some sevenly years ahead of the Zionist consensus.

If Arabs were recognized as a nalion, then confilets with them had to be worked aut on the national

level. This ran against the grain of previous thinking, which dealt with Arab claims only en the j}fahlﬂflj

Individual or local level, and thereby reduced the issue
obstacles to be overcoms. Arab hoslility was a hardship like aridiby er-malasia,-not a2 poltical-sreblem
pitting one people against another/For Zionists the address for poliical problems was Constantinopl

ey umed to other outside parties, the Hashemile dynasty or Great Britain}, [End Page 36]
Thie will not work, said Epstein; Zionists would have to deal directly with the Arabs of Palestine: *Up to

now we hed the wrong address . . . we negeticted with all the in-laws, but forgot about the groom
himself.”

to anqther in the long list of envirenmental

How could Zlonists for so long have failed to recognize a problem that “outwelghs 2l the others™?
Epsiein cheritably attributes this oblivicusness not to Intentional avoidance, but to lack of knowledge
about the country and its Inhabitants (even among those seled In Palestine), and 1o a cerlain lack of
political and human sensitivily. He does not addrass the pressing need In early Zicnism 1o present a
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positive porirait of the land and to minimize all problems in promoling what was, by any objective
standard, a daunting struggle against heavy odds. The need o balieve was too strong and the full
truth too threatening for most in the movement, as the earller reaction in Ahad Ha'am's essay had
shown,

Epstaln squarely identified the core of the problem: confiict over land. Purchases of large fracis of
cultivated land, while perfectly lagal ("we are completely righteous”), usually led to the eviction of
tenant farmers who had oftan cuilivaled it for generations. This was not only morally dubious, but also
urdermined Zionism's future by unnacessarily making this mighty people Into an implacable fos. in
lliustration, Epstein dwelt in some detail on the purchase of Metullah, his neighboring village In the
Upper Galiles, and the exfraordinary difficuities and bittemess involved In removing its Druze
inhabitants.

Recognition of this core confiict brought Epstein to the basic and unprecadented conclusion that
success in the Zionist program, as then formulated and Implemented, would not In itself resclve
tenslons with the Arab pepulation. Implicitly, this forced the Zionist movement to choose betwesn bwo
courses of aclion: elther 1o revise its setflement policles radically In order to obtain Arab consent to
sharing the land, or to impose its will on the Arabs by force. Epstein never considered the second
option. Jews were "a peopls without an army and pithout warships, ~ while-Arabs-im Pilestine were
part of a people that dominated the entire reglon. Ageim—Enstein's apprehenslon of an Arab world
united egaihst ZionisiTwas el ably ahead of its time; he is thankful that "no Arab movement In the
nalional and political sense® had yet emerged, but argued that no movement was needed, because
the Arab people had never ceased to exist. In any event, he wamed, “we must not proveke the
sleeping lionl”

The use of forca being unimaginable, Epstein argued for an historic compromise with Arabs thal would
80 enlarge the benefits to them, while eliminating the sources of friction, that they wouid nol enly
accept, bil even welcome, the Jewish presence. Epstein did not question the validity of [End Page
37] Jawish claims in Palesline, but as the Arabs alse had rights there, he feit that "our historical clzims
may not aveil us." Ha posited as = guldeline that no one should be worse off Bbocause of Zionist
setlement; consequently new settioment would have to focus on previously uncullivated and
uninhzbiied areas, excspt where improved farming methods (& key Zionist bargaining chip) could
create room without the dispossession of tenants. The feaslbiiity of such an approach was sharply
challenged by Epstein's critics, while ils breathtaking altruism was beyond everybody’s frame of
reference.

But if Epsteln had no influence on policy, his landmark essay was critical in setting the terms of debate
for "the Arab quastion” In decades to come. As Yosef Gomy notes, "A Hidden Question® was ihe first
full etaboration of the "Integrative™ approach, based upon the assumplion that the success of Zlonlsm
depended upon Arab consent and thus required negotiated compromise and Institutionalized
cooperalion. 2 Epstein advocated an historic covenant [brif] with the Arabs of Palestine, wrilten, not an
paper, but on hearts and minds, and actualized, not only in the sharing of land, but also in tha opening
of all Zionist Institutions, from schools and hospitals to banks and theaters, to Arab parlicipation. Nor
was this entirely one-way patematismy; Jews would also become betler acquainted with Arab cullure,
language, and daily life.

Epstein's forthright advocacy of an historic compromise helped to polarize the debate by galvanizing
those wha believed such a compromise to be elther heresy or fantasy, or both. Opposite Epstein's
integralive pole soon appeared fuller formulations of the separatist or confrontational pole, which
argued that Zionism must malntain its distance from alien cullures In order to achieve its historic
vision, and that, in any event, a clash of Interests with the locel population was Inevitable. Joseph
Wausner, the succassor to Ahad Ha'am as editor of HaShiloah, wrate shorly afterwards that “we
Jews, who have lived two thousand years and mora among cullured pegples, cannot and must not
descend again to the cultural lavel of the seml-savage peoples.” 12 Others in the movement—most
visibly, Vladimir Jabotinsky—soon argued that if the vigorous pursult of Zicnism did indeed inevitably
create conflict with the Arabs, then the preferred response was not dilution of Zionist activity but the
gathering of strength in order o overcome resistance—if necessary by force. 11

While Epslein’s coniribution may have halped to frame the issue, however, the imporiance of the
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debate In the ysars Immediately following should not be exaggereted. In publishing Epstein’s speech,
Kiausner added dismissively In an editor's nole that the topie "is not cutdated even now” (j.e., aftar iwo
yoars), and further noting his disagreement with it, promised [End Page 38] a response. This was duly
published a few months later, in the form of a thres-page article by the writer Nehama Pukhschewsky,
who aftacked every single one of Epstein's premises. 12 In the year following Epsteln's article, this was
the only direct response in the joumal where it had appeared. Epstein did make the Arab Issue more
visible, but few agreed at the time that it was "a quesilon that outwsighs all others.”

Yitzhak Epglein
Translated by Alan Dowty

A Hidden Question

{Note from Editor of HaShlloah flosaph Kiausnar]: This lacture was prosanted by the
author at the “tvrlya” meeting during the Ssventh Congress in Basel, ™ buf we think that
the subject of the fecture is not cutdatsed even now, and periaps precisely now, as
practical work in Eretz Israel ™ has Increased, it desarves sttention. We do not agree
with the honored author's opinion in several respects, and in the near future a response
o many of his points wilf appear in HaShiloah,)

AMONG THE DIFFICULT QUESTIONS UINKED to the idea of the rebirth of our people on its fand, there is one
question that oltwalghs all the others: the question of aur siffluds toward the Arabs. This question,
upon whose camedt solution hangs the revival of our national hope, has not been forgotten, but has
beenr complelsly fiddsn from the Zionlsts and in its true form is scaresely mentionad in the IHeratre of
our movemant. To be sura, In recent years some fragmentary slatements on the lopic slipped from the
mouths of a few writers; but these were the claims of the Temitorlzlists * intent on proving the
impassibility of practical ectivity [n Eretz Istael, or they were accounts of the Arab Movement. '8
Falthful Zlonists have not dealt with the question of what our atlitude to the Arebs should be when we
come to buy property in Eretz Israel, to found villagss, and in general {o settle the land. [End Page 39]
The Zionlsts certalnly did not intentionally ignore one of the main canditions of seltiement; they did not
recognize ils realily because they did not know the country and its inhebftants—and even mare, they
lacked human and political sensitivity.

That it was possible to avoid such a fundamental question, and that, after thirty years of setflement
activity, It must be addressed as a new inquiry—this depressing fact is sufficient demonstration of the
superficiality that dominates our movement and shows that we skim over the surface of things without
entaring into their content or core.

From the day the national movement began, and to this moment, Zionlst activists have lost interest in
the procedures and laws of Eretz Yisrael, while the question of the people who dwell there—its trus
workers and rulers—still does not arise eilher In the arena of actions or in theory. We all saw the
prominent splinier and did not sense the hidden beam. Govemmental procedures, restrictions
imposed on buylng land or building houses, fhe prohibltion of Jewish entry and other such matters
strikes at all who come to Eretz Israel, while from the Arab side there are not, at first glance, many
obstacles. And if our brothers in Eretz Israel did not reailze the seriotsness of the question, it certalnty
never arosa among Zlonlsts far from the scene. We pay close attention to all the affairs of our land, we
discuss and debate everything, we praise and curse everything, but we forget one small detail: that
there Is In-our beloved land an entire people that has been attached to it for hundreds of years and
has never consldered leaving if.

For,many years we have heard that the number of Inhabitants in Eretz Israal is six hundred thousand.
If we assume this number is correct, and subtract the aighty thousand Jews, we find that In our land
there are now more than half a mifllon Arabs, of whom eighty percent live off the land and ocoupy alf
the areas sultable for farming without furiher improvement. The time has come to dismiss the
discredlied Idea, spread among Zionists, that there Is in Eretz Isragl uncultivated land as a resull of
lack of working hands and the indifference of the inhabitants. There are no emply fields; fo the

conlrary, every fallah 17 tdes to enlarge his plot from the fand of the adjoining cistern, if it does not
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require excessive iahor. Near cilies they also il the sloping hillsides and around the settlement of
Metuliah the poor fetiahin, like those in Lebanon, plant between the rocks and do not Jet a cublt go
fallow. And thus, when we come to occupy the fand, the question at once arises: what will the feffahin

do after we buy thelr fields?

We buy the lands, for the most part, from the owners of large estates;

predecessors, acquired thelr land by decelt and exploitation and lease it fo the
buy it from villages [End Pags 40] that sell part of their property. The feffah
slranger to it, bul 2 parmanant resident who stays in plece, and there aro follah
tiled the fields that they, the grandsons, are leasing. It is customary
pass from one owner to another while the tenanis remaln In their p
praperty, we evict the former tillers from it. To be sure, we 4o not sen
we pay them well for their hovels and gardens, and In general
“the dismissal." From the viewpoint of customary justice an

righteous, even beyond the sirict lefter of the law. But, Fwe d

fhese owners, or their
fellahin. Sometimes we
who leases land is no
in whose grandfathers
in Eretz Israel for the estate to
lace. But when we buy such a
d them away emply-handad, but
wo are not stingy with roney during
d official honesty we are complataly
o not want to deceive ourselves with a

conventional lle, we must admit that we have driven impoverished people fram thelr humble ebode

and taken bread out of their mouths. Where will the dispossess

ed, with only alitte money, tum? To be

sure, the Hebrew settlament sometimes offers him work, at a wage higher than tha pififul incoms from

leased land; but, first, wa cannot promige that we will supply him with work permanently,
doing so woufd be a bad Ides, because when we employ a faliafz in 2 setlement founded
we maintain his connection with the land that ralsed and nourished him from his bl

and second,
on his land,
rih, and he

continues to regard it as his property, expropiiated for the moment by foralgners. The wark that we
give to an Arab will never be seen, In his eyes, as Indemnity for the fleld thaf was taken from hirm; he

will iake the good but not forgat the bad.

In general we are making a flagrant error in human undersia
2ealous people. While we fael tha jove of homeland, in all s in
we forget that the people living there now also has a fealing hegrt and a

nding toward a great, resclute, and
toward the {and of our fathers,
loving soul. The Arab, ltke any

porson, is strongly attached to his homeland. Moreover, the lower his level of development and the
mare [Imited his circle of vision, the stronger will be his link to his homeland and to his neighborhood,
and the harder it will be for him to leave his village and his field. He will not leave his country, he will
not wandsr far; he Is tied to his homsland with moral bonds, one of which Is particularly cherished—the
graves of his ancestors. In arder to appreciate the depth of this feeling one must know how raditional
peoples worship thefr dead and how often they visit their graves and Include them [n their lives, in thelr
joy and in thelr grief. The lament of Arab women on the day that thelr famllies left Ja'uni—Rosh Pina~to
go and seftle on the Heran '@ east of the Jordan stii rings in my ears iodey. The men rode on donkeys
and the women followed them weeping bitterly, and the valley was filled with thelr lamentation. As they

went ihey stoppad 1o kiss the stones and the earth, [End Pags 41]

The question of land purchese can be a problemn even when the fellahin themsalves sall
village lard. Indeed, i the farmers distress, crushed by the burden of debts thai frave g
when he was forced to pay heavy taxes, he decides in a moment
response to urgings of villaga elders who receive a degent cut) 1o sell h
his heart a wound that will never heal, and he will siways remember
property fell Into alien hands. ! knew fafiahin who, sfter selling thalr la
wives for the Jews, and given their good wage and low expenses s
eamed a good income they kept their silence, but the moment i

grumble about the Jews and to challenga tha Iand sala.

Can we really rely on this way of acquiring land? Wilt It succeed, and
hundred times no. The chlidren of a people that first decreed the princi
sold,” and limlted the rights of the buyer in favor of the scultivator, n

part of the
ccumulated
of desperation (and often In
Is fleld; but this sale leaves in
the cursed day In which his
nd, warked together with their
aved money. So long as they

e work stopped they bagan to

does il suit our purpose? One
ple that "the land will never be
eed not and cannot themselves

expropriate their land from cultivetars who were Innocently settled on it. They cannot uproot from it
peopte who, with their ancestors, devoted 1o it their utmast vigor and thelr best labor. If there are
farmers who water their fields with their own sweat and their own mother's milk, it is the Arabs. Who

can appreciate the toil of a fsliah plowing In torrential rains,

harvesting on a summer day In our

counlry, loading and transporting the produce? And what does he get for his labor? A ramshackle
hause, lowly and dingy, which serves as a general shelter for his family, hls ox, and his donkay, the
bread of poverly, a wom-out shirt and cloak~these are his clothes, day and night. And his wife and
chlldren—how meager Is their portion! From her youth untll her final days the Arab woman never stops
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silently bearing her yoke of heavy [abor; she draws the water and sometlimes also hews the wood, a
beast of burden. With a nursing baby on her shoulders, 2 bundta in her robe, and a Jug of water on her
head she goes to the shearing and to the gleaning and from moming to evening she works bent under
the heat of the blazing sun, and upon her refum fiome, with the sun soon (o retumn, Immersed In smoke
she bakes the humble bread and bolls the thin broth. Yet these we will dispossess, these we will harm,
thelr poverty we will Increase?

But let us [eave aslde for a moment justice and sentimaniality and look at the question from the
viewpoint of practicality alone. Let us assinme for now that in the land of our fathers we nead not he
concemed with others and that we are permitted—or even also obligated—to buy any land that comes
Info our hands. Can such a way of buying land last for long? Will [End Pags 42] those evicted really
hold their peace and calmiy accept what was done to them? WIIl they not in the end rise up to take
back with their fists what was taken from them by the power of goid? Will they not press their case
against tha forelgners who drove them from their land? And who knows, if thay will not then he both
the prosecutors and the judges . . . And they are brave, all armed, wonderful marksmen, excellent
horsemen, devoted to their nation and in particular to thelr religion. And this peopla, as yet untouchad
by tha Enlightenmant that enervates man's strength, Is only @ small part of the great nation that
occuples ali the surmounding areas: Syria, Mesopotamia, Arebla, and Egypt . . .

It Is easy to dismiss these words end see them as a betrayal of our ancient and eternal national ideal;
but if we weigh the matter soberly, we will have to admit that it would be folly not to ascedain in
advance witii whom wa are dealing, and not bring into account from the outset our own powsr and the
power sgainst us. God forbid that we should closs our gyes fo what Is happening, which ls perhaps
more Imminent than we imagline. It can be said with certainty, that at the vary least there is for now no
Arsb movement In the nationsl and poiitical sense of that tamm. But in fuih this people needs no
movament; it is mighty and numerous and needs no rebirth, because It never died and never ceased
axisting for a moment. Physlcally it is superior to all the European peoples. Being parily vegetarian and
drinking water, it is stronger in body than thoss who eal meat and drink alcohol. We must not ignore its
rights, and above all we must not exploil to ils disadvantage the evil of the oppressors within its own
ranks. We must not provoka the sleeping lian! We must not count on the ash that covers the glowing
ember; let one spark escape, and the conflagration will be uncontrollahle. -

1 am averse o the idea that In our Jand we need to grovel and submit to the nhabitants, but with
courage and strength we can gain their respect and dwell sacurely in our selttements; and in the fand
of the sun we can gather strength, renew our blood, and awaken, But we will sin against ourselves and
our future if we thoughtiessly cast away our best weapan: the justice of our action and the Innocence of
our ways. So long as we cling to these we are heroes and will fear no one, but If wa discard them—our
power and heroism are worth nothing.

We must not buy land every time the official owners want to sell it—ihis the short history of the new
yishuy ¥ has clearly shown. Let me offer some relevant facls from the chronicles of the upper Galiles.

In 1887-1898 the purchase of the Druze village Metullah, in the lyun valley on our northem border, was
completed, and the large, well-known [End Page 43] setilement of that name—the crown jewel of the
Vishuy—was founded. Metullah axcels In Its climate, its land, its water, and its vistas, and it has a great
future. The Druza tribe, the mightiest of Arab lribes, Is known for its courage, its haroism, it physical
strength and beauly, and also for many spiritual qualities. As a mystical Moslem sect It is haled by tha
inther] Arabs and by the government, but Iis courage has prevalled and it is free in the land of slavery,
because to this day It has never ceased fighting for its freedom. Every Druze rebelliion costs the

And in the villags of Metuflah were more than a hundred Druze famiiies on leased land that had
changed ownership several Ymas. The last owner was a cerlain pasha who loathed his tenants
because he could nefther evict them nor collect payment; severaf limes the government was forced 1o
lay siege to the village and wage war upon It in order to exlract the tithe, The pasha tried to sell the
estate, but found no buysr, because no one wanted to taka on or to expe! by force such tenants who
had grown old on the land (they dwelled there some ninely years). And behold the purchase was
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proposed to tha pekidut. 20 | racall that when | went with a zettlement official to see the village land for
the first time, the young Druze men gathered in the courtyard of their prayer-house and called to us: "It
you dare to buy Metuliah we will slaughter youl® The pekidu? was then at the peak of its power, while
the local government and the Arabs locked upon it as a mighty force that could sweep all obslacles
aside. But in Metullak it was very difficult to overcome the obstacles; it was impossibie o remove the
Druze. The negotiattons continued for four years, and perhaps even then would not have condluded
except for an extraordinary event. In the year 1895-1896 the last Druze rebellion broke cut; it Jasted
for a year, the tribal chiefs were exilad to Conslaniinople-and the pekidit made use of the emergerncy
to compiate the purchase. The village elders recaived substanilal rewards, and in the crcumstances
violent reslatance was nat possible. Nevertheless many of the villagers refused to leave thelr homes
and rejected even the most generous offers for their houses and gardens. And the day came to pass
when the setilament officlal came o Metullah with a bag of gold colns In his camiage, and as though
by chanca there also appeared an army officer with troops, who came to amrest those evading miitary
sarvice—~there are many of these among the Druze and the government does not pursue them
diligentiy—and they were ready 1o command the hold-outs to sign the bills of sals. All of them of course
signed, and within a few days more than six [End Page 44] hundred souls left the villaga of their birth,
- - - and within a week some sixly Jewish farmers, the pick of settiement workers, gathered there and
occupled the Druze houges. So long as the government was pursuing the Druze and thelr leaders
were forced nto hiding—fhe settlemsnt was =t peacs. But at the end of a year the government
relsased ihe tribal chlefs from exile and Issued e general amnesty for the tribe. Within a few months
the Druze of Metullah submitted a protest against the pekidut for occupying their homes and their
vineyards, which they had not sold to it. Among the claimants ware also the village elders who had
received & lavish price for ell they had. In discussions with the setilers, they demanded that they be
allowed fo build houges an a plot of land next to the village, and they compiained that they wers not
cffered work or appointed as guards. Privately thay wamed the Jews that the seftlement would come
to a bitter end If its inhabitants did not take pity on thelr wives and children and leave,

Admitiedly the Druze of Metullah are tolally destitule and when they were expalled from the village,
even though each received a few hundred francs, they were suddenty put in a terrible situation. In
addilion: after they left thelr village with its pleasant and heaithy climats, they found temparary shelter
in a Druze village in the Hula Valley, north of Mel-Meram, where marsh fever is prevalent. Thus many
of them were siricken and suffered from malaria. In no way could these people come to terms with the
idea that they must forget Metullah, and therefore they conlinued to besiege the sattlement and to
threaten it and also fired into one of the houses. Once at night they fell upon a Jew who was sleeping
on his threshing floor and killed him. And once in Broad daylight they robbed a farmer plowing his field
of his yoke of oxen. Many times rumors spread that on a cerlsin day the Diuze would assault the
settlement and destroy it, and the fear of death would seize all lhe setders, The men would arm
themselves and not get undressed, and when shols would be heard at night around the settlement
they would run in panic to the spot where they expecied to find the evildoers—and they would find no
one. Hundreds of nighis fike this passed on Melullah, and it couid be said that for five straight years
the sattiernent was permeated with terror and hysteria,

The pekidut did what it could: it employad excellent lawyers, proved the fairness of the purchase, tried
to compromise with the Druze though thelr tribal chiafs, scaitered considergble money In every
direction, and ali to no effect. Sometimes they thought the dispules were finally at an end: the cantral
government senl a vigorous order fo defend ihe setffement, the local authorily threatened tha
melcontents and amested the maln instigators, the tribal chief advised the protesters to accept
conclllatory payments and fo [End Page 48] leave the Jews glone, and the Druze took his advice—and
recaived a goodly sum. But a few months later some of them announced that they would not be
appsased, since they were not after money but rathar their land.

in any case, the Druze chalienge brought another sorrow upon the seitiement. The purchase of
Metultah was concluded with tha help of the chlef of the Mutawalis, a Shiite Moslem sect that sucks
the blood of its feliehii brothers. These robbers received a mediators fee befitting their station, and in
doing so found a good opportuntity to get rid of assertive and free-spirited nelghbors in exchange for a
Jewlsh setilement that could conveniently be subjugated and milked. And, indeed, they spread their
wings over the Jewish community and undertook to guard the seftlemerd, and at the same time never
stopped looking for pretexts to pursue pay-offs. The pekidut grew weary of bearing such "protection™
and tried to remove it from thelr necks, and then these desgots informed on the settisment, instigated
villegers subject to their control against it, and allowed them to steal and plunder the Jews' crops.
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During one summer, Metullah's nelghbars tumsd their animals fres In the stending grein and at
harvest lime came to the fields with their donkeys and loaded on them, befora the eyes of the owners,
the whest and the barlsy, the beans and the peas, and returned peacefully home. And when Dnrze
threats increased, the pekidut was forced to ask for help from lhese informers and instigators, and for
a high price they were again the defenders of the settiement. . . .

At last, after legal tangles, threats, and intensive effort from all sides, the pekidut managed to
compromise with the Druze and to concillate them with an anormous sum, and Makullah became calm,
if it is possible 1o be calm under the necessary protection of the gang of murderers that dominates this
district.

It was ordained and ordered ta buy Metullah, this charmed spot, but not in this way (we shall refum fo
this issue}), that brought upon us two calamifies: It aroused against us the enmity of a mighty tribe, of
wiiose hostillty we not only have to be cautious but whose trust end friendship we need, and it saddled
us in this region with overlords—from the scum of the earth {thls is not rhetoric, but a plain fect).
Generally the Metullah affalr revealed our impotence and made us an cbject of scom and ridicule
throughout the Qallies.

In the fyun Valley we contended with sirong opponents who do not concede one halrsbreadih of their
rights, while in other settiements we are at odds with the poweriess, who submit to their villags elders,
while the fear of authorlty and Jall forcas them to conquer their anger. But their hatred is stored deep In
thelr hearts; thay see us as swom enemies and kzke their [End Page 48] revengs on us whenaver
they can. Around Tiberias, the feliahin chellenged several purchases and claimed that the sellers had
falsaly registerad land in their own name by decelt and forgery. For some time the appellants did not
allow the Jews to plow tha land, and they even began to wark it themselvas, until tha pekidut evicted
them with the help of armed soldiers.

Indeed, the Jewish yishuv has already bestowed considerabls bounty on the country’s inhabitanls: the
condition of the cities and villeges near the seftlaments hag Improved, hundreds of craftsman—
masons, bullders, painters, [and] donkey and came! drivers—and thousands of workers find
employment In the setllements, commerca has grown, and the demand for dalry products and garden
produce has increased. But all of this will ot compensate for what we have subverted. Our name is
not [nscribed on the good, but It Is engraved on the bad, tha memaory of which will not perish. It is hard
to atiract fovers, bul how easy It is to gain enemies among the simple felighin. How slrong Is the envy
of people who have bean swept off their land, . . .

It Is time to open our eyes regerding our courss. If wa do not want to undermine our actions, we need
to consider sach step thal we take In our 1and, and to solve the quesiion of our altitude toward the
Arabs soon before it creates a Jewish question thera. We have gone too far lo be content with the
current situalion! Wae dare not divert our atlention for 8 moment from reglity, from the futurel Every
time that the imagined national advantage Impinges on human jusfice, then this advantage also
becomes a netional sin that has no atonement. Our vision is so elevated, that it is not in vain that our
youth aspire to realize the sogial ideals that move humankind in cur days, But if so, then we need "o
refrain from ugly deeds and their lke™; that is to say, from avary ugly enterprise, from every suspect
stap and from every acticn that has a tings of injustice.

mmla you philosophize about every purchase and whether it Is acceptable by
standards of falmess, the Germans 2L wifl acquire It without philosophy.

I will respend 1o this q » But generally we do not want o resemble the Germans.
They do not see the future of their people in our land, and they do not nesd (end who does, if they do
not?) to think about the distant future and to rise above conventional henesty. Moreover, there [s much
we need to leam from the Germans: sclence, hard work, perseverance, but not the standards of
faimess. The sty of justice they leamed from us and for some time to come they will need our
instruction,

When we enter our land we must fid ourselves of all thoughts of conquest and uprooting. Our
watchword must be: live and.letlivel God [End Page 47] forbid that we should harm any peopls, much
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less a great people whose hatred is most dangerous to us.

What follows from all this is thet, when wea come to buy lands in Eretz Israst, we must thoroughly check
whose land [t is, who works it, and what the rights of the latter are, and we must not complete the
purchase until we are certaln that no one will be worse off. In this way we will have fo forswear most
cultivated land. What Is left for us, therefore, In our land? Here we reach the oritieal question io which

all the other important questions ars sacondary: how can we establish ourselves in Eretz Israel without
nning against justice and without harming anyone?

answer fo this question of questions can be found in a basic principle that we must place before
ourselves in everything as a guideline for our undertekings in Eretz Israsl: we come fo our land fo take
posssssion of what is not already possessed by others, to find what othars have not found, to reves)
for our benefit and for the happiness of all the inhebitants the hidden wealth urder fis solf and the
concesled biessing in its skies and sun. Regarding setiement, we will try first of all to acquire all the
iand that is not belng cultivated because it requires improvement that is more or less difficult and
expensive. This part of our land Is perhaps more extensive than the part that is cultivated, since 1L
Includes most of the hills and mountains and also many valleys and ravinas. A small percentage of this
land will never be of usa, but the greater part is suitable for frees or vines and especially figs, olives,
&nd grapes, and g considarable part will be suitable, after clearing and deep plowing, for crops as well,
d where irmigation Is possible—even for intensive cultivation. . .

ich are e most part uncultivated, we need fo acquire for ourselves. But, while we will
take hold of the uncultivatad land, we will not wash our hands of the cultivated lands. We will also buy
them, not in order to evict the tenants, but instead with the expliclt precendition of leaving them on the
estata and betiering thelr candition by instituting improved agricultural methods. In the new, intensive
agriculture, when the property is improved and worked sclentifically, lts fand will support Jewish settlars
as wall a5 the feliahin. As enlightened owners we will devote a cerlain sumn tothe betlarment of tha
tenants, because what is good for them is good for us. Wherever wa tum we will bring some profit to
the residents, but not by giving covert bribes and payoifs o be rid of them. We wil bring them a true
and lasting profil, materlal and splritual. Our agronomists will advise them and instruct them in
agricultural science, ralsing livestock, and selective breeding, and will also show scientific methods of
fighting disaases among fivestock and pouilry, as wei] as In the field, vinayard, and garden. At [End
Page 48] a low cost, they will obtain from us medicines for the diseases prevalent in Erelz Israel, znd,
in fime of nead, the Jewish doctor will be available to them. Thelr children will be accepted In our
schools, and-whernwe manage toreduca_the tithe to the govemnment, It will aleo 55 reduced for hem.
0 e sure, at first they will regard us suspiciousiy-and will not believe T the new developments and
aven lass in the developers, but, over time, our pood inte ecoma clear and they wilt realize
the sincerity of our espirations and the ussfulness of the improvements: it is useful to know that the
fellah is ahead of farmers of many lands In his cleverness and his practical wisdom. And then cur Arab
tenants will recognize us as their banefactors and comforters and will not curss the day when tha Jews
Ame (o seflla on thelr fand, but will remember it s a day of salvation and rademption.

We would alse use thls approg hen.we buy part of the feliahin land. Every rew coffier of which we
take hold In our land should be 2 ray of light and abundanca 1o Is environs and a source of banefit to
its primary workers. 2 And above all doubt, after we have mada efforts fike thess In various distisls of
our (and, hundreds of villagers will come to request the Jews to take over their land, and other land
buyers in Eretz Israel will not be able to compete with us. Then the government as well will see the
great benefit that we have brought to the country's Inhabitants, and even our opponents—and they are
many~will have to edmit that our settling in Erelz Israe} brings only bangfit

This approach is nol an imaginary dream. i is difficult, but it Is easy, raliable, and productive compared

to the approaches tried up to now. If instead of dispossessing the Druze of Metullah, we had divided

the fand with them, then we would not have spent on them even haif of what wa spent on bribes to
scoundrels, on the expulslon of poor families, on legal proceedings and fawyers and on unworkabls
deals, we would not be in thrall to murderers, and we would surely be [lving with our neighbors and
warking our land in peace. The Druze iove and respect eduscation and would send thelr sons and
daughters io our schoals, and in coming generations we wauld find themn not only honest neighbors,
but also foyal friends. And this applies 1o the rest of the settiements. We wasted much capital in order
lo create energetic enamies when we could have spent less—but let it be even more—-and gained allies,
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enlarglng our reputation, and sanclifying the name of Israel, and bringlng us nearer ta our goal—
opening to us the gates of hearts, which ere miuch more important than the gatas of the shore.

Qur approach to land purchase must be a direct expression of our general atlifude to the Arab people.
The principles that must gulde our actions when we settie amidst or near this people are: [End Papgs

48]

A. The Hebrew peopls, first and foremost amang all peoples in the teaching of justice
and law, absolute equality, and human brotherhood, respects not only the individual
righls of every person, but also the national rights of avery people and tribe,

B. The paople Israel, as [t aspires lo rebirth, Is a pariner in thought and in deed 1o all the
peoples who ere stirring to life; it honors and respecis ihelr aspirations, and when it
comes in contact with them, It cuilivates thelr national recognition.

These two principles must ba the basis of our attitude towand the Arabs—this mighty people thet excels
fn lis physical traits and in its mbelligence. From the mormant we come into contact, we must respect lts
rights. It has been allached to our Jand for more than 20 jubiess, 2 seffling there throughout in
concentration untll there was no room for others, and now our historical dalms may not avail us. But,
fortunately, this netion accuples such a broad swath of territory that it can allow us, an ancianl paople
so close fo it in blood, language, and many spiritual traits, to occupy that part of the land of our fathers
thet it does not yet occupy. And it not only can, but also must for s own good, let the Jaws inta their
munw,bmusaitbpmﬁﬂﬂﬁﬁm“ﬂ-_‘If'upalﬂ B 2ha-te-end-Hepoveriy and-ignoTarce; tot-with-u

wonRs.[Lcan overcome ls deficlencias. {fiese to peoples, the Hebraw and the Arab, can supply sach
olher's deficiancy, bacause what we can give io the Amabs they can get from no other pecople. Every
Ration thal comes to Syrla In the guise of an economic savior will seak to conquer, to subjugate, and
to assimllate, which s not the case with us, the people without an amy and without warships: we are
guileless, we have no elien thought of subjugation and of diluting the natfional character of our
neighbors; with a pure heart we come to settie among them in order to better them in ail respects. The
principte of "Oa not do unto others that which Is hateful to yourssi™ 2 we will cbserve positively: "Do
unio others that which Is pleasing to voursel; and while we ry to establish our naticn, we will also
support the revival of the inhabitants and will reinforce their national feeling In the-best <a s6 of the

eformie

We must, therefore, enter Into & covenant with the Arabs and conclude an agreement that will be of
great value to both sldes and to all humanidnd. We willl carfalnly agree to such a covenant, but the
agresment of the other side Is 2!s0 necessary; this we will obtain gradually by means of practical
action that benefits the land, us, and the Arabs. in this practical way our pelghbors will liftle by litfle
understand the great blessing that they can derive from the parinership between the Jewish people
and the Arab people. Every new factory and avery settlement that we found, every public institution
[End Page 50] thet we establish, if we but share the benefit with the rasidents of Erstz Israal, bring us
closer to our goal. Achiavement of this fiving charter, which needs io bs Inscribad, not on paper or an
parchment, but on the heart and mind of an entire people, is an immanse undertaking that has no like
In the chronicles of humankind's progrese and liberation, becauss [is outcome s the rebirth of two
ancient Semilic peoples, telented and full of potential, who complement each other. it must be
admitted that up {o now we had the “wrong address™: in order to acquire our land, we fumed to all the
powers that had soms link fo it, we negotiated with all the Indaws but forgot about the groom himself:
we Ignored the {rue mastars of the land. Without belliting all those who have an interast in our land
and parlicularly in its govemment, we must deal mostly with the Arab people, and among them mostly
with the fellatiin faction, which is more stralghtforward and more numerous than the other faclions.
The most importan! thing we can do in this regard is to Improve the condilion of the tenants and {he
fellahin who live on the Iands that we buy. The more we continue to buy lend and to benefit those who
work it, the more numerous will be those wenting to sall their land to us, the more Influential we will be
in Eretz lsrael, and the mors recognition there will ba of our beneficence and indispensabllify.

But also in the citles there we have broad scope for action, Let us opan our public institutions wide to
residents of Eretz Israsl: hospitals, pharmacies, Hbraries, reading rooms, inexpensive restaurants,
savings and loan funds; Ist us armange popular lecturgs, plays, and musical performances to their tasis
and In their language; let us give an Important place to the Arabic language in our schools and willingly
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enroll Arab chlldren In tham; let us open our kindargartans o thelr younger children and In so doing
bring great benefit to poor families: an econaric, hygianie, but more importantly, spiritual and mora)
benefit. And through the chidren we will exsrcise an enormous influetice on ths adults. The time has
come for us to undersiand that education Is a grest pelitical foree to which we must devote our best
public effort. Indeed, others have already beat us to it, and in the large citles the Jesuits, the English,
and the Americans have set up the middie and upper level educational institutions; but if we completely
understood the importance of conquest of education 25 i our land and the great value that a highsr
scientific Institute has as a general influence, we could compate with the French and the Anglo-
Amaericans. For 1o all of them, sclence and education are only means to & religious and hegemonic
end; we are teaching “larah for Its own sake” and prescribe complete freedom of opinion and belief in
our schools. If we were wise enough to conquer the scientific and educational Institutions and {o raise
them 1o a high level so that they would [End Page 51] be renowned throughout the fands of antiquity,
thousands of students from Egypt, Syria, Mesopotamia and Turkey would stream to our schools, and
thay could also serve as a source of great material resources for Eretz Israel. Every decent educational
institution that wa found there i3 one small, but Important, word in the charter and Is worth thousands of
cash payoffs.

And in our schools, as in all our institutions, let us slay awgy fromn short-sighted and small-minded
naticnalism that regards only itself. Let us endow it generously with sciences, crafis, labor, and
physicel edueation. Qur Intention is not to Judalze the Arabs, but to prepare them for a fuller kfe, to
refine them, to develop them, to free them from their namow vislon, so that, in the course of Eme, they
will became loyal allies, friends, and brothers. Lat us prepare the inhabltants of the land and make
thern ready for aur yishuv, let us bae the light of science in our land and let us elear the path for law and
justica. Let us do battle with the prejudices of the various nationalists who detest each other. And all
this we can do in the purity of our aspirations end our ideas, we alone and no others.

And when we come to educale our ally and to deal with him, let us not forget anather principle. As a
teacher must know his students inner sou! and indlinations, so it is not enough for us to pose tha fingl
goal, but we have a duty to bacame properly acqualnted with the Arab people, their attribules, thelr
inclinafions, their aspirations, thalr language, their literalure, and espedially to gain a deep
understanding of their life, their customs, their sufferings and their torments. Let us not make the
mistake that has Inflicted endless damage on childran’s education. For thousands of years educators
have seen their pupils as short adults; thet is to say, they saw childhood in the body but not In the
spirt, which, when it confronted the material, was—in the opinion of aducators of old—-already
sufficienlly formed, ready and prepared and armed with all the skills o understand, 1o be educatsd,
and lo fesl. W are enlering an anvironment that |3 now Ilving in the sixteenth century, and we must
take into account n &l our mctions the spiritual condltion of this people at the moment. If we want to
lead a person to a known place, we must take him from where he is now; otherwise he cannot follow
us. We need, tharefore, to study the psyche of our nelghbors and to understand its differences. It is a
disgrace that, to date, nothing whatsoever has been done in this ragard, that so far not even one Jew
has devoled himself to this topic, 56 that we are compiete liilerates in anything conceming the Arabs,
and all of our knowledge about them Is folk wisdom. I is time to get smartl

Every item In our program needs to be dlarified and systemalized, while this leclure touches lightly on
the broad outine of our work and shows tha necesslly of understanding how things really stand, while
there is time. [End Page 52]

ltis possible to refect the arguments in this lecture on various grounds, but the lecturer ventures fo rula
on one of them: these words were said in the spirit of our nation, in the spirit of universal justice, which
teft Its imprint on our people from the day that it became a nation,

The prophel of exfie, when he came to speak on the division of the land, said: "You shalt allot If as a
haritage for yourselves and for the strangers who reside among you, who have begotien children
among you. You shall treat them as Israelite cltizans: they will recelve allotments along with you among
the tribes of Israel. You shall give the stranger an allotment within the tribe where he residas” {Ezeldel
47:22-23). And the great prophet from Anatot [Jeremiah], who came bsfore Ezeklel, when he came to
prephesy bad tidings for the evil neighbors who were encroaching on Isrzel's herifage, said at the end:
I will restore them sach to his own inheritance and his own land. And if thay leam the ways of my
people . . . then they shall he built up in the midst of oy people® {(Jaremiah 12:15-16).
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Let us teach them the good ways, et us build them—and we will also be built.

Alan Dowty Is Professor of Govarnment and Intermationel Studies, and Fellow of the Kroc Institute for
Intematlonal Paace Studies at the University of Notre Dame. Recent publicallons Include: “is Israsl
Democratlc? Substance and Semantics in the ‘Ethnic Democracy' Debate,” fsraal Studies (189B);
"Zionism's Greatest Concelt,” lsraei Studies (1998); "Israel's First Flfty Years," Current History {1868);
and "Consociationallsm and Ethnic Democracy: tsreell Arabs In Comparative Perspective.® in David
Levi-Faur, Gabrie! Sheffer and David Voge! (eds), fsraal: The Dynamics of Changa and Continuity
{London, 1999). He is also co-author of The Arab-fsrae] Confiict {(New Yaork, 1991) and author of The
Jewish State: A Cenlury Later (Berkeley, CA, 1898). .

Notes

“This work was carried out under the auspices of the Oxford Centre for Hebrew and Jewish Studies. |
would like to thank Michael Signer, Aharon Shemesh, and Gail Dowtly for their assistance. Readers
may contact me at dowly. 1{@nd.adu.

1. HaShifoah (Odessa), 17 (July-December, 1907) 193-2085.
2. The perceptions of the Arabs among First Alfyah seftiers is the subject of a larger work In progress.

3. Ahad Ha'am [Asher Ginzberg], "Emet m'eratz yisrael” [Truth from Eretz Israell, HaMeliz (St.
Petersburg), 19-30 June 1891.

4. Sea the commentary, accompanying the first full English translation of the article, in the previous
Issue of this joumal: Alan Dowty, “Much Ado about Litle: Ahad He'am's Trulh from Ereiz Yisrael'
Zionism, and the Arabs,” isrzef Sludios, 5.1 (Fall, 2000) 154-81

5. HaMsiitz, 15-17 Aupust 1893.

6. See the summaries in Yosef Gorny, Zionism and the Arabs, 1882-1948 (Oxford, UK, 1987) 29-39,
and Anita Shaplra, Land and Power: The Zionist Resort to Force, 1887-1948 (New York and Oxford:
Oxford University Press, 1992) 40-52.

7. Eliyahu Sapir, "Hasina I'yisraal basifrut ha'aravii™ [Halred of Jews in Arabic Literature], HaShiloah, 6
(July-December, 1899) 22232

8. The most prominent expression of this viewpoint is an article by Hillel Zeitlin, a leading Territoriatist,
“HaMashber" [The Crisis], HaZman, 3 (July-September, 1505).

8. Gomy, Zionism and the Arabs, 42-3.
10. Klausner, "Hashash” [Foreboding], HaShiioah, 17 {July-December, 1967) 575.

11. See Sheplra, Land and Pawer. . . , 47-8.

12. Nehama Pukhachewsky, "She'elot geluyot® [Open Questions], HaShilosh, 18 {January-June, 1808)
679,

13. The Seventh Congress of the World Zionist Organization, in 1805. "lwriya” was a Hebrew cultural
associalion that met in Basel simultangously with the Congress.

14. The Land of Israel, the equivalent in Hebrew of "Palestine” as a geographic term.
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15. Zlonlsts who supported establishment of a Jewish state I a jocalion other than Paleskine.
16. Arab natlonalism, which was emerging as a visible movement in tha early 1900s.

17. Arab fermer (pl; feliahin).

18. The Golan Heights.

19. "Setilement,” meaning the Jewish communily In Palestine. The "new” yishuv, Zionists who began
settfing in 1882, was distingulshed from the "old® Yishuv, the pre-existing Jewlsh population,

20. Loosely, "administration™ or "officialdom™ from pakdd, official or clark. In this context, pekiduf is a
specific refsrence to the administrative structure of officials and clerks imposed by Baron Edmond de
Rothachild of Paris on the Jewish setilements that he supported. Since this accounted for most of the
early selllements, the role of the pekidut in sefilement and In new land purchases was c¢sntral.

21. The German Templars, founders of seversal colories in Palestine, who wera sometimes
competitors for available land,

22. At this point, a langthy discussion on improving water use has been deleted.
23. A play on words In Hebrew:; “comer” and “ray” ere the same word [keran).
24. In other words, for over 1000 years {a Jubliee is 50 years).

25. Rabbi Hillel, in the Babylonian Talmud, Shabbat 31a.

26. A play on "conquest of labor,” in which new sefflers in Eretz Yisras! {primarfly from the Second
Alfyah, baginning in 1905} rallied for the employment of Jewish workers in Jewish setiements.
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